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A “Seat Tax"” for Every Chair Qccupied at a Public Restaurant

Special Taxes Proposed on Household Servants, Extrava-
gant Furs end Clothes, Banquets and Ostentatious Display

O all thinking persones it is apparent
that the extravaogance of modern

State and city government means
more and more taxation. Expensive State
highways, miies upon miles of asphalt
& and electrie lichted eity sireets, more mnl
i more expensive police and fire and health

departuients, purses (or the school chil-

dren, ete—all these and other Inxuries
wihich our grandfathers never dreamed of,
must he puid for. And the thioving and
incompetent politieis and puahlic offl-
cials m he supporied,

Whe 2 the money 1o come from?
Not from the poar, becanse thoey hnven't
1 it to pay. It must colls from the vich—
perhinps partly as

Shall we, in th
rich men
ewels-

tax on their husaries.

Ty near falure, seoe
paving an hnnual ; the
tisiras, nee oav.

g rings, rings an | h ledeck
3 their wives? Shall w nen paying
[ A personal tax on tho 10118 BOWLS
i worn Ly their wives hters, thelr
exquisitely fitting . Aheir gloves,
their marvellously mateued sables, even
their diaphanous and altozether deleet-

| able Hngerie?
¥ Shail we presently find ourselves in an
i e€ra when men will be taxod ta pay their
1 share of the ¢ government, uc-
cording to th diture for osten-
tatious disnlav the luxuries thut
80 to syharite comlort?  Shall we witness
men paving taxes on thelr exponsive ser-
vanls, 16 i with  princely sala-
ries, 1th thelr pleasures at
clubs, 1t i of wines and
¥ cigars” A tax system in

operation enn revenne from

: the boudolrs of lenders of fusliion—a &ys-
y tam whereby 1he Siate will profit lpon
¢ the expenditire of Hey on the avis and

vhisraby ecosmetlies,
vl necessories used

gratification of perzonal appetites, Iuxu-
rious comfort and that found in the trim-
mings ol vanity and faehion,

“The more a man spends in display,” de-
clared Mr. Morawetz, “the more labor i=
ompioyed solely for his gratification and
therefore, so far as society is concerned,
unproduetively. Take one man with an
income of £100,000 a year who spends i
cntirely for his personal comfort—in his
household, servants, food, ote. At the end
of the year the money is eonsumed: the
Iabor emploved has vielded no product,
On the other hand, the man who invests
this moncey, lving mot 2tely. contributes
to the couniry's develepmont—ilin con-
struction of railways, new industries, new
maehinery, 1he ilding of housea, and
permanent personal property. The man
who dooz t spend a large income in
coriort and ostentations display does not
waste and consume productive labor, but
adds to the agerezate wealth of the com-
munity in which he lives, Money as well
as labor should be employed to produce
more wealth.

Remove Burden
from Poor to the Rich,

I'hat the expenditures of the rich for
luxury or digplay beneft the masses by
furnishing employment and by causing
wealth to circulate is a fallaey, for the
servants of the rich and those who pro-
duee luznries for their consumption or
otherwise minister to thelr pirasure,
as well as the idle rieh themselves,
must be supported by tha lahor of
the rest of the community., Taxation
of the unproductive consumption of
wealth would be sounder than taxation of
fortunes or incomes merely on account of
their size without regard (o their sonree
or their uze. The plan | propose would
be to impose a personal tas hazed on the

modest home of the producing laborer—
with his few pictures, parior rug, enam-
clled beds and meazre comforts—would
be tree, on the other, the ornate furnish-
ings of the rieh man would yvield an an-
nual income to the Government. L

On the 310,000 rug from Persia in s
library, the silken-soft earpers and hanz-
ings throughout his house: on the golden
brocaded furniture in his drawing oom,
the spacions, yvielding ehairs of lnxurious
ease in his den; on the priceless Gabelin
tupestries, the paintings of Millet and
Carot, the treasured antiques—even to
the wall paper from Japan, the mural
decorations and glittering chandeliors—
the rich man would pay annually a tax of
< neroeent. For, say the economists,
money thus spent ceases to earn wealth
and employ Iabor. Why not tax it so
long as the rich man enjoys the product?

Art tressures bouzht for the public
Lenefit would, of course, he exempt from
iaX.  Hut the millionaire who garners
worlid (reasures in his own gallery, such
as Senator Clark, of Montana, would be
taxed on the purchase price eof ecach
painting, 1f he buys o Rembrandt for
S100.000 he would pay a tax annually of
82,000 for the pleasure of exhibiting and
#oazing upon thischerizshed treasure, or
the esthetic joy derived by him and his
plethoric  friend= after dinner in' an
evening, while they smoke rich, velvet
Havanus and the owner extols his pos-
session and tells how he eame by it, the
Government would reap a falr income.

John Rockefeller, for instance, under
the new plan would pay an annual tax
upon the $75,000 Venns which he recent-
Iy bonuhl to adorn the pergola on his
estate at Poeantico Hills, N. Y. J. Pler-
pont Morgan would pny a tax upon the
rare  muanuseripts  in his  pos=session.
Nothing would escape.

Tribute to Caesar on

s
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{ of feminine loveil- value of a mun's 1!\1\'1"};“\;.;, Wo itay pe- the Prize Chef, Besides the Regular Personal Property Tax on the Value of Jewelry It Is Suggested
sume that a man who lives in a $100,000 . : T 7 I i i i i
1 may seem, the syslem m'..:,{nn,‘,'\_..',,m,,"l,ln {'hII::,,r,t'_M” ]:‘,m,;, ,12' fl Not the least important item of suck That a Scparate Tax be lmpos‘?d Each “'"':e the Jewelry Is Worn in Public as an
2 4] n, the syve Y AL, £ 8p 3 B R 1} a8 [
sugeested s not  an improbability, “mnan who lives in a $10,000 dwelling, | taxation wonld he on the servants em- Ostentation” Tax.
Arou by the cvils of the present sys- would exempt from taxation all whose ployed.  For that impeceable chef, that 3 Butl the 1 : :
_: Ay ; raonnl properiy, and dwelling is Jose than $6,000." ) ) wizard of tlie Kkitchen, that dison of inc Sulwer, a2 to%ch) or mors Then there might be a tax on flowers. Wherever the ric.'h man went, snend:p:
. LSOy \ tn order to obviate tax I‘I“,"-‘",”"- Air. the culinary scienee, that treasure fonnd Coachman, the Foot- " used The weddings of lovely daughters would money on the things that lLenefit him
A 1 Vit 'fl".':.";.\.]ﬁ,\,;; '”;,:,,'1 oot ?,'hm; tnlf\::’,f\m“:‘ “1 J&T:}n:};_l ,LI: t):”ifl a1 i":':“”’""d “l)i the ['“"""-‘d m““p""“fj Each !,)0]3 £0 “aneh venrs on often  enrich  the Government., Thoere alone, the arms of the Government might
AHEC LRSS : LA T, B LA States, the rich man wonld. pay a tax. i 3 ; i ) 3 \ al r f S ay
\\ the burden from in the city, whether his legal residence Buy the chel recelves :-nlm-v’n{ 315.023;,. av 2 Specia 2!l the lages could be a tax on that bridal robhe of follow. He would pay a tax on the
i uvests his earn- he there or eliewhere. Those who live 3 \

e ”
the man who enjoys thoze palatedensing SUTVAS A%

spuces, these exquisite enirees and poer-
feetly voasied not too “high" birds would
pay the Governmend $2.000 annually. Heo
woulil pay a tax also on the food lav-

ent?  What
rranged which

. b
enter ;

immaculate satin and sheer tizssue veil-
ins: on the bridal bouquet, the wedding
ring: on the flowers flanking the aisles
of the church, the music, the equipages,

in the eity only part of the vear shonhl
pay a proportionate tax. Thiz would de-
pend on whether an owner or logsen Leeps
a house or apartment during the entire
year or not; i he maintains the place,

antd fancy fur-
belows ihat enhance hver appeainnes?; on
her hendkerchiefls,

delectaile Jinzerie. Nor wouid the rare

horzes entered at races and the tickets
to race courses. There might he a tax
on the tickets to Pnllman compartments
and private cars, so that, although he

gloves and diaphanous,

thie breakfast,  Inasmuch as all the D
isily served and prodizally wueted; un Rudsian cubles that protect her from warcs of luxurious nouseholda would be travels, he could not escupe paying for
(%) open or closed, e should be taxed for the his cellar of wines, his picked asisars, SRR - v e exonmpt: taxed, the bewilderinz display of gifis the privileges not €njoyed by the less
u utive results 1o entire year, Ithongh he close the dwel)- Such a tax, it is svegested, would be roa- the rude winds of Winter he exempl; would be pssessed.  Tha blissful couple weulthy, While the poorer man would
Lo invest their ing and be absont a greater part of the ultted mueh as the iederai tux on lguor on the contrary, she would be assessed would vegin married life eharing in the be free of tux when he goes to an inex-
fiercnse the thne, and tobacco; that is, by the usge of forr all I hoanty and warmth  {hose expenses of Covernment, pengive restaurant, a tax could be cr_}l-
Mr. Moraweiz has suggested a plan of stamps. costly furs o forded. ‘or woulid the rich man In the matter lected practically Irom every chair in
apportioning taxation accordnig to ithe This tax would cover all the servania The motey spent on ol his wardrobe and apparel go free. e the gilded palace of lobster and wine
ey ! value of aoman’s awelling and mn- aud would ba based on the salaries paid carn and iherease. Th [GFYE would pay a tax on hie evening clothes, s well as rl‘u» restaurants and cafes ot
";:" ber of servants,  aking Mr. Morawetz's exch,  For ihie obsequious butler—pnld in s=clectin: enie 1] I periods  of pearl  stiads,  eravats,  waistcoats, fui puln'tlul hotels. )
B theory, others would wo fur *and bage weeording Lo his munners—and the foot- vears. and all the «kill of joewe!l- artificers vvereoinis,  The ecost of maintaining 2 Whenever he sits down to have din-
145 a man's tuxes on all the details that con- man hodecked fn gold lace o tax would is lost after the woman of wealth has ¥acht ofien reaches the sum of $75,000 a ner i a restaurant the rich man wonld
. tribute to  the gratifiecation  of  the be paid. This would apply to the vaint, secured them for purposes of vear,  On this he would pay $1,500 tax. pay a tax for himsel! and Blests—on
pl J; n the wethor wenlthy Steh o tax would cover all the zrooms and eoachmen. 1L wonld ox- Yoar Dy v Uy othe X 1 Should he acqguire a hydro-aeroplane— \'.'lmle-\’r‘fr they eat and drink. Biils over
i d, on' il hanges of the fteme of exorbilamt luxury—irom the tend to the rich man's Lorses, carriages ; ould ricld an neome to the Iatest fad of Vinecent Astor—-he a4 certain exempted sum wonl! bear a ’
{ Testhelien e er WL S cost of a chel to the annual biil for and stables. i the shop  zirl migat would pay tribute to the Government for 1AX stamp on a basis of two cents on the
iy dogen lir, : (10 manaees: o t i from the elothes and  Jowoels Horses wonld not be the ouly animals i collar withonut taxa- the thrill of sealing the heights of the dollar. 1II his dinner cost him $10. the
: Bvade s 1A 0wt this inlusiies vithh which the aeillionaire’s wife he- on which tax would be gnthered, Low- tion, viie of the avevase husi- air. diner would pay 20 cents tax. If he gave
be remedied? decks herself at the opers to bineied s ever.  Gn tha prizeewinning Pommeran- ness  man prowdly weasr her hali-dozoen It has been suggested that rieh men i supper after the theatre (o a bhevy of
e et and ine flovers for bis dnnshter’s wed- owned hy his wife, worth, lel us say rinss, sel with 6ne of two cirat siones, should pay for the hours spent in leisure beauties he would pay a tax likewise,
Taxation of S 3 tit from e geld-daced rootiasn of im- S0.000, the rieh wmnn would pay an an- 1 rich woman wouldg pay for-this priv- and the enjoyments derived. Why not Thus, to entertain the most popular
and Osientaiious Display, perturbable wien at ks dooy to (e ehaire nil tax of 200, ‘Theore would be a tnx ileze of wealth She muy be distin- conipel the clubman to pay a tax on his (:I_ml'us benuties the young ll]liul(- ol 8o-
BT A LSl e aceupies inoa gilded lohster palace. also on the arvlstrocratic angora, golden siiched for a rare neoklace of |:ir:_u<r_‘{l annuai dues as well as on his bills for c.mty would pay a tithe to the Govern-
: One of f ' At A R A shonld there he' no asuch tax? Iy in hue, purring contentedly fn madaie's pearls worth $60.000, cmoerald cairings hizhballs and cigars? ment. e
form is taat &n ¥ R W manifeatly  expet  Aribite  from houdoir, vorth 310,000 to 825,000, o diamend tiara, . \Would all this be unfair? Plcasure in-
4 REME & GO LAY AR ! wiere ribute is due, would it net?  For All thet  mratifies the vanity of the rings of rubies, diamor pritris, emoer- Why Not a Chair Tax dulged in to excess, (he display of
i ;”}"‘.”CP"" ! st e O [ ! CODives gy fer (he iple- womin of weslth would vield a rieh in- wids, sapphires:  idecd, cadn array, in Lobster Palaces? wealth in all its phases would thus bear
i their annual expo. 15} E il e magsineonee, the come fo the Government. On an aver she may gilller like a barowrie queen - tribute unto Caesar, the Government of )
% comfort, plrrsis REsILR ease and {he sated pl age a rich wolnan possesses frem Lwen- with the jewels of In Gorer  womon On all recreations, in some way or the people. And mennwhile the CUrning :
i, play. Mr. Moraweiz Ltiais 1l table denied the modern 1, Ly o thiry evening zowns, oxch worlh mna) sigh ng she sils in o box at the other, the Government could exact its and creating element of society wonld
should be taxod an 4l ited labor? prabably froin §1,500 {o 31,800, and on opera. aonchalantly feening herssf with fair tribute—on banquets, on champagzne have a great part of Lhe present hurden
spent unpre i ! 43 ihnr ems- =ation, aceording 10 1hose advocat- cach a tax of 2 per cont of the cost a fanr ol osprey plumes,  Dut once the and food consumed: on teas, receptions, removed. Incentive wenld ho placed up-
ployed like: Qr.f onsl énjoyigent g e now reform, iike charity, snonld wonld be asgessed.  She will have, In ali new taxation plan is in operation paople musicales, Perhaps the boxes in thea-
on the rala of his Hving the wnmbor of hedin at home. Aside fom the regalar

on enterprise and labor, and porhaps—

likelikood, a hundred pajrs of shoes, es. who can tell ?—{he egregions and exces.

ik 1 i would realize that for this sclntillont
his aer\;m_ts.' _r“._. ould he :I,..“. X ot tay on ieal estate, the new personal tax pecially made, matehing hor drosges, exhibition she contributes a just lax 10
on money 111\r3.~_lr.-||.‘n. Suviige, hut aimply wauld cover all the srilines that stave worthh in all  $2,500—thwse would he the Government of soeiety—this would
62 money soent with no resull, save the wealth,  While, on the one haud, the taxed, She would be assessed for the be a speeial “ostentation” tax.

10

tros could justly bhe taxed, so that those
who slt n clevated if not haughty in-
difference above the others should pay
tribute for this privilege.

slve luxury, valn ostentation and dissi-

pation of the idle rich would be dis-
couraged.
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